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IF MUSIC BE THE 
FOOD OF LOVE 
20 years after Emma Hutchinson 
founded the Music House for 
Children she looks to the future

SEE PAGES 8–10

ARTS  
SPECIAL!

ArtsFest & Bushstock

ready to thrill

PAGES 11–13



Our new Partners scheme aims to showcase a range of fantastic offers from local traders.  
As an award-winning local family-owned business, Horton and Garton  
has joined forces to form a strong local network of traders who champion  

independence, quality, customer service and a dedication to the local community. 

Keep an eye out for our purple Partners sticker in shop windows  
around Hammersmith and Shepherds Bush and if you see one, 

just head inside to redeem the exclusive Our Patch offer!

TURN TO PAGES 11-13 TO SEE OUR FEATURED PARTNERS OFFERS 

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN BECOMING A PARTNER,  
PLEASE CALL JAMES BECK ON 020 8819 0510

Come and meet  
the partners!
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W
here has the time gone? 
We’re swiftly approaching 
the middle of the year 
and time has flown by! It’s 

probably a testament to how busy we’ve 
been here at Horton and Garton. 

After having one property on the 
market in April which attracted more 
than 200 viewings I almost found 
myself wishing that things would 
quiet down a bit. I’m not complaining 
though of course... But I’m now very 
much looking forward to the summer 
months, and here’s hoping for some 

good weather. The borough is always 
a great place to be when the sun is 
shining and this summer promises to  
be even better with the first HF ArtsFest 
(see pages 6 and 7 for details). 

We’ve always been blessed with a 
fantastic community of local artists and 
performers, so it’s brilliant to have a 
week of events to celebrate this legacy. 

As a result, we’re celebrating the 
arts in this edition of Our Patch – our 
‘Arts Special’ features an interview with 
local musical charity leader and owner 
of the renowned Bush Hall, Emma 
Hutchinson (pages 8-10), along with 
a round-up of all the best arts events 
going on this month (pages 14&15). 

And if that’s not enough we’re also 
giving you a chance to win exclusive 
tickets courtesy of Hammersmith’s 
Eventim Apollo! 

As usual, it’s plenty for us to make  
a song and dance about. Onwards  
and upwards.  

WELCOME TO OUR PATCH
FROM JOHN HORTON
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with a fantastic community
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BUILDING 
BLOCKS

St Peter’s Place
in King Street

Ashlar Court in
Ravenscourt Gardens

Sovereign 
Court in
Glenthorne Road
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I
t is boom time in Hammersmith. 
Just take a look around and marvel 
at the number of new developments 
set to grace the skyline. The tallest 
of the lot is Sovereign Court. Being 
built in Glenthorne Road, it will 

boast 418 new flats and over 5,000sqft 
of commercial space, complete with a 
new underground car park. 

The developer, St George, says the 
‘contemporary apartments’ respond to 
new ways of living locally, boasting a 
24-hour concierge and a fitness centre. 

On the other side of Hammersmith 
Bridge, developer St George is also 
about to complete one of the largest 
residential developments in the area  
at its Fulham Reach site.

Spread over seven acres, the scheme 
sees 750 new flats being built – from 
those aimed at first-time buyers at a 30 
per cent discount to rooftop penthouses 
that will cost millions – which will 
connect parts of the footpath alongside 
the riverside for the first time.

Residents of Fulham Reach will enjoy 
a gym and spa, virtual golf simulator,  
a snooker room and a wine cellar.

On the western side of town, the 
Grade II-listed refurbishment of 
the former Masonic Hospital near 
Ravenscourt Park is turning heads. 

Called Ashlar Court, the 68 art deco-
inspired one, two and three-bedroom 
flats from developer Linden Homes 
range from £599,995 to £1.3million, 
and will also boast the ever-popular 
concierge and subterranean parking.

Two detached houses are also being 

built on the site, with anticipated 
asking prices of £1.4m.

And across King Street sits St Peter’s 
Place, boasting one-bedroom flats and 
three and five-bedroom family homes, 
ranging in price from £625,000 to £3m. 

Designed in a traditional Regency 
architectural style, each home has 
private outdoor space, either in the 
form of a terrace or balcony, and are 
designed for open-plan living. 

Fulham Reach
in Hammersmith

A quartet of Hammersmith schemes are taking shape, with a  
concierge and underground parking just some of the things  
we apparently can’t live without, discovers Geoff Cowart

ONWARDS & UPWARDS

St Peter’s
Place in
King Street
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STATE OF 
THE ARTS

HF ARTSFEST
Cathy Robertson admits she’s never run a festival 

before. But that hasn’t stopped her creating  
a week of fun for everyone, finds James Beck
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A
cultural extravaganza is 
set to hit Hammersmith 
and Fulham this June as 
the inaugural HF ArtsFest 
comes to the borough. 
The brainchild of long-

term local resident Cathy Robertson, 
the festival will run from Sunday, June 
8, until Sunday, June 15. 

“The idea for HF ArtsFest came 
from a conversation I had last year 
with Fulham councillor Greg Smith,” 
explains Cathy. “I met him while 
helping to expand the Neighbourhood 
Watch scheme across the borough.

“After moving back to Fulham 
from New York City, I was keen to get 
involved with the community again so 
I asked him if there was anything which 
the community needed help with, and 
he said ‘libraries’. And so I thought, 
why not make it bigger?”

From there the idea evolved and  
grew to include all of the arts, with 
Cathy putting together an experienced 
and dedicated committee to take 
the helm. Made up of local resident 
volunteers, all of whom are passionate 
about the arts, she was on to a winner.

“We’ve been driving it forward  
and it’s been really exciting to see the 
calendar fill up on the website. I’ve 
never put on a festival like 
this before so at the beginning 
the thought was, ‘what is the 
minimum number of events we 
can put on if it all goes wrong 
and doesn’t take off?’ 

“But we’ve ended up with 
something really interesting 
happening every day. And  
the great thing is there’s 
something for everyone, it’s  
not age-specific at all.”

Some highlights of this 
month’s festival include an 
Albert & Friends Instant Circus 
performance in Ravenscourt 
Park on the opening day and 

a conversation with the famous and 
talented literary couple, Artemis Cooper 
and Antony Beevor, organised by 
Nomad Books in Fulham Library. 

Other eye-catching events include 
‘News from Nowhere’, curated by 
Transition Gallery director and local 
artist Alli Sharma.

Sharma teamed up with the William 
Morris Society at Kelmscott House, 
Hammersmith, to create the exhibition 
which takes its title from a book by 
Morris and explores themes of utopias, 
environmentalism, personal dreams 
and imaginings for the future.

more on providing a structure and 
funding for artists and creative people 
who want to put on their own events 
but have no way of doing so. 

“People have asked if we could end 
up evolving into something like The 
Edinburgh Fringe and my response is: 
Sure, why not?”

HOW ART WILL GET CUBED
One event which is being organised  
by the HF ArtsFest themselves this year  
is a visual installation at Hammersmith 
Town Hall in King Street. 
Horton and Garton are proud  

to be sponsoring the event – which  
runs from June 8 to 14; the event 
is free to the public – and I spoke 
to committee member, artist and 
curator Jack Jones to find out more:

So Jack, what is it you are 
planning for the cube?
It’s an installation in the glass cube 
space outside Hammersmith Town 
Hall called ‘A Significant Other’ 
featuring painting, sculpture, 
photography and banner work  
by six different artists.

What’s the big idea behind  
the exhibition?

Because the glass box outside the town 
hall is hardly a typical gallery space 
I didn’t want typical artwork. So I’ve 
tried to make it more of a theatrical 
experience which uses sculpture in a 
different way.

What works are you most looking 
forward to showing?
The work of an artist called Alastair 
Duncan. He’s previously worked for the 
Barbican and has just come back from 
Japan. He creates very interesting works 
based around signs which we’re very 
lucky and excited to feature.  

Author Antony Beevor
Right, Jack Jones, Cathy 
Robertson and John Horton 
outside the town hall cube

Albert & Friends

Instant Circus

Kelmscott House

On top of this, some already well-
established arts events and institutions, 
such as Bushstock (see What’s On for 
details) and Riverside Studios, are also 
coming together under the HF ArtsFest 
banner in a celebration of what the 
local community has to offer when it 
comes to the arts.

“Our aim this year is to capture what 
is already here and raise awareness of 
existing events and organisations,”  
adds Cathy, “this way the arts world 
can make a bigger bang collectively.”

And what about the future, I wonder?
“Next year we’re hoping we can focus 
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COVER 
STORY

With just a keyboard strapped to the 
back of her motorbike, she created the 
hugely successful Music House for 
Children. Twenty years later she’s  

got a whole new generation to teach»

EMMA
HUTCHINSON

Emma Hutchinson plays guitar at the  
Music House for Children in Uxbridge Road, 
Shepherds Bush, while Stanley Scott has a  
good boogie   PICTURES: DAVID TETT & JUSTIN THOMAS 
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ARTS AT TACK !
The best local arts  events this month PAGES 14-15
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THE OAK W12

H
ere’s to following your 
dreams. Twenty years 
ago, Emma Hutchinson 
imagined opening a music 
school to teach children 
the importance of playing, 

listening and learning. So she strapped 
her keyboard to the back of her 
motorbike and began visiting families.

It was 1994 and the embryonic start 
to her now roaring Music House for 
Children project. “I wanted to have a 
big house and live at the top, and all of 
the children could spill into the rooms 
so I could tell them how important 
music is in life,” Emma recalls. “Life 
amounts to a lot less without music.”

It took six years of piano runs on  
her motorbike or teaching from her 
home in Ingersoll Road before Emma 
and husband Charlie Raworth (they 
married in 1996) summoned the 
courage to buy Bush Hall in Uxbridge 
Road and create the West London 
venue and music school. 

“We thought the area was a bit 
barren then,” she says with a laugh. 
“But as soon as we put up the signs and 
opened our doors, people came out of 
the woodwork. As the Music House has 
grown in popularity, our geographical 
reach has shrunk. It’s been great to see 
local residents embrace us.”

Emma and Charlie were brave to take 
on Bush Hall. Built in 1904 it was used 
as a dance hall through the roaring 
Twenties, a soup kitchen in the Second 
World War, a bingo hall and rehearsal 
space for the likes of The Who, Adam 
Faith and Cliff Richard in the Fifties and 
Sixties, and finally a snooker and social 
club in the Eighties and Nineties, before 
being restored to its former glory. 

“We quickly realised it was a very 
expensive place to run,” says Emma. 
And with three boys to raise – Louis, 
Oscar and Casper attending Vanessa 

Nursery first and then St Stephen’s 
Primary – it was only possible with the 
help of a doting neighbour who would 
babysit while the couple and their 
mates hammered, sawed and painted 
their non-profit venture into shape. 

The Music House ticked over 
through Emma’s network of 60 teachers 

– all handpicked – working in the 
community to teach the importance 
of music for children’s motor skills, 
creativity and communication skills, 
while Bush Hall steadily built up a 
rapport with music promoters to lure 
big-name acts such as REM and Kings of 
Leon. But it wasn’t all plain sailing. 

“It’s evolved – it’s not been an 
overnight success,” Emma says. “And 
when we hit the next crossroads, we 
debate whether to push on or just sit 
pretty. But we’ve always gone for it.”

The final piece of the jigsaw arrived 
a few years ago when they finally 
assembled the full site. The owner of 
the Harp Café retired to Cyprus. So they 
launched the Bush Hall Dining Rooms, 
refurbished Bush Hall, and renovated 

the Music House for Children along 
with the flats upstairs to rent out. 

“We can offer it all. Or in that terribly 
abused line from Shakespeare: ‘If music 
be the food of love, play on.”

While West London’s appetite for 
top gigs and nosh has never faltered, 
the Music House has used workshops, 
musical theatre and outreach concerts 
to make music with thousands of local 
young people – some of whom are now 
returning to the Music House to teach 
the second generation of youngsters. 

Recently, Hammersmith comedian 
Bill Bailey joined as a patron and led 
a workshop for children with special 
needs. “They all had a ball,” Emma 
says. “It was a great way to begin  
our next 20 years.” 

As soon as we put up the
signs and opened our
doors people came out  
of the woodwork

Emma Hutchinson at  
the Bush Hall piano   
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T
he Oak W12 was opened in 
June 2013 by Jasper Gorst  
– an experienced 
restaurateur and local 
resident of 15 years.
Following the success of 

his two other restaurants, The Oak in 
Notting Hill and The Bird In Hand 
in Brook Green, Jasper seized the 
opportunity to expand further into 
West London with a new venture.

Since then, The Oak W12 has swiftly 
established an excellent reputation with 
the local community. “The majority 
of residents in the local area are very 
happy with the changes we have made 
to the building and are pleased that we 
are busy and growing in popularity,” 
says long-time employee and assistant 
manager Philippa Smith. 

In every issue of Our Patch we will showcase a local business 
from our Partners scheme. The new Horton and Garton scheme 

aims to reward residents for shopping locally and supporting  
the community. This issue, we take a look at The Oak W12

PARTNER 
PROFILE

THE OAK W12

Jasper, who is also an interior 
designer, completed a full renovation 
of what had previously been the Grand 
Union bar and grill before the new 
restaurant opened. 

The decor is now a mix of modern 
industrial chic, old English eccentricity 
and Italian antiques, with The Oak 
aiming to be ‘informal yet informed’.

One of the stand-out features is the 
huge brick pizza oven backed by a  
floor-to-ceiling stack of hewn logs, 
likely to be the only one of its kind 
you’ll find in Shepherds Bush. 

The pizzas themselves are one 
component of a Mediterranean-
style menu which sits alongside a 
handpicked wine list, draught and 
bottled beers, and cocktails. 

As a key member of the opening 

team and the face you will see most 
often when visiting The Oak W12,  
what is it that restaurant manager 
Zdenek Uhlir – known to regulars as Zed  
– thinks gives The Oak W12 the edge?

“The fact that we are willing to go 
that bit further for our guests makes us 
stand out from the competition.” 

Find out for yourself! Turn the page 
for our exclusive Our Patch offer.

www.theoakw12.com
Call: 020 8741 7700

Turn the page to see the  
full list of Partners and 
offers. To find out more,  
keep an eye out for  
our Partner stickers in 
windows in W6 and W12!

FREE
Check out our  

great offers!  
PAGES 12–13
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GREAT OFFERS FROM H&G LOCAL PARTNERS
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W12

W6

W12 OFFERS

W12 and W6 make up our patch, and to celebrate all that’s great 
about the neighbourhood we’ve teamed up with some of our favourite 

local businesses to offer great deals for Our Patch readers.

CHERRY RED 
HAIRDRESSERS

Creating great hair while making you 
feel relaxed and pampered. Winner  
of H&F Best New Business award 2013

Free deep conditioning treatment  
with every cut & blow dry or blow dry
 
Mention ‘Our Patch’ to redeem. Valid until 30 June

3

ASKEW WINE
Competitive prices, expert knowledge 
and quality independent produce

10% off any purchase of wine over 
£50 (not including special offers)
 
Mention ‘Our Patch’ to redeem. Valid until 30 June

4

34

LAVELI BAKERY
A family business providing the finest 
baked goods and coffee in West London

One free coffee (or hot drink) with 
each brunch ordered from our menu

Monday-Thursday from 7am-5pm. Please mention  
‘Our Patch’ when ordering. Valid until 30 June

2

2

THE OAK W12
Restaurant combining Mediterranean 
food with an ace cocktail bar lounge

Early evening eating: 
Any 2 courses for £16

Does not include pizzas. Monday-Friday 
from 6pm to 7pm. No booking required. 
Valid until 30 June

1

1

5

FOR MORE GREAT OFFERS VISIT: 
hortonandgarton.co.uk/partners

OUR PATCH JUNE 2014
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GREAT OFFERS FROM H&G LOCAL PARTNERS
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Shepherd’s
Bush Market

W6

Simply present this edition of Our Patch at the featured  
Horton and Garton Partners outlet to claim your exclusive deal, 

and look out for the purple stickers in Partners’ windows.

W6 OFFERS

7
6

RAVENSCOURT  
DENTAL PRACTICE

Friendly and experienced dentists  
with a focus on holistic remedies

£20.00 off the price of a  
consultation with Dr Batavia

Please quote “Horton & Garton” when booking  
your appointment to get the discounted price.  
Call 020 8748 4023. Valid until 30 June. 
Bring in your copy of Our Patch to redeem

7

MACE MONTESSORI 
NURSERY SCHOOL 

Established nursery caring for children 
from three months up to 5½ years old

Register before the end of  
June and get 10% off your  
fees for the first six months

Please mention ‘Our Patch’ offer when registering

8

8

WEST SIX  
GARDEN CENTRE

Outstanding customer service, quality 
plants, and inspirational displays

20% off all outdoor plants when 
customers book any garden 
maintenance with W6 Garden Centre

Please call 020 8563 7112 and quote ‘Our Patch’.  
Valid until 30 June

6

MUNGO’S CAFÉ
Dog-friendly independent café and 
coffee shop close to Ravenscourt Park

One free coffee with every breakfast  

Valid at weekends throughout June, please  
mention the Our Patch offer when ordering  
your breakfast. Valid until 30 June

5
FOR MORE GREAT OFFERS VISIT: 
hortonandgarton.co.uk/partners

OUR PATCH JUNE 2014



there was new wave, there 
was the Seventies attitude  
of Graham Parker & the 
Rumour. 7pm. £34.87
www.02shepherdsbush 
empire.co.uk

7 June
l The Barcodes ft. Gordon 
Smith (guitar/vocals), 
Brooks Blues Bar W6

A tight-knit swinging band 
who play a superb balance of 
low-down blues and soulful 
jazz. 7.30pm. £8
www.brooksbluesbar.co.uk

10-11 June
l Made Up Stories from 
My Unmade Bed, Lyric 
Square W6
Pillows become clouds and 

Until June 22
l Hamlet, Riverside 
Studios W6
Hamlet will be the 
penultimate theatrical 
production at Riverside 
Studios before their two-year 
closure for expansion and 
refurbishment, and promises 
to take a fresh, bold and 
exhilarating look at the 
Bard’s most celebrated play. 
7.30pm. £16 (£11 concs) 
www.riversidestudios.co.uk

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3 June
l Luke Haines,  
Bush Hall W12
Former Auteurs and Baader 
Meinhof frontman toasts to 
the release of his new album 
‘New York in the Seventies’ 

on Cherry Red Records. 
7.30pm. £15

www.bushhallmusic.
co.uk

3-4 June
l The Itinerant Music 

Hall, Lyric Square W6
A blend of storytelling, 
cabaret, improvisation, 
high-jinks vaudeville and 

honky-tonk piano come 
to Lyric Square. 
Noon-3pm (Tues & 
Weds) 5pm-7pm 
(Tues). Free
www.lyric.co.uk

6-7 June
l Gary Parker & 
The Rumour + 
Glenn Tilbrook, O2 
Shepherds Bush 
Empire W12
Before there was 
punk, and before 

June

BUSHSTOCK 2014 
VENUES IN SHEPHERDS BUSH
14 June
The best indie rock festival in West London returns to 
Shepherds Bush. Packing 30 bands into four venues in just 
a single day - without even mentioning the Secret Garden 
Stage that is, well, still a secret - the festival is a glorious 
celebration of new music and new faces. Bethnal Green’s 
Norway-born Farao (pictured) is one of the clear favourites 
to wow with her emotive and windswept electronica.  
www.bushstock.co.uk

27 June
Sharon Jones
of The Dap-Kings

14 June
Farao
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17-18 June
l Full Stop, Lyric  
Square W6
Full Stop brings a bus shelter 
to life with romance, 
adventure and surprises. 
Waiting for a bus has never 
been so much fun. Noon-
3pm (Tues & Weds) &  
5pm-7pm (Tues). Free
www.lyric.co.uk

18-22 June
l Penn & Teller,  
Eventim Apollo W6
Veteran illusionists combine 
for a night of comedy and 
magic. 7pm. From £33.25
www.eventimapollo.co.uk

23-25 June
l The Rain That Washes, 
Riverside Studios W6
Instantly plunged into one 
man’s experience of growing 
up in turbulent Zimbabwe, 
we live and breathe his 
extraordinary and dramatic 
journey from innocence to 
escape, finally returning to 
his homeland to witness the 
greatest betrayal of all. 
2.45pm & 7.30pm. £13 (£10 
concs)
www.riversidestudios.co.uk

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
27 June
l The Daptone Super  
Soul Revue, O2 Shepherds 
Bush Empire W12
A not-to-be missed 
celebration from Daptone 
Records features the 
scorching sounds of Sharon 
Jones and The Dap-Kings 
with Charles Bradley (above) 
and His Extraordinaires, 
Antibalas, The Sugarman 3, 
Saun and Starr and Binky 
Griptite all gracing the stage. 
Get your dancing shoes on. 
7pm. From £36.56
www.o2shepherdsbushempire.
co.uk

beds are boats as the sheets 
billow above, inviting you 
into a world of colour, 
puppets, feathers and fun. 
Noon-3pm (Tues & Weds) &  
5pm-7pm (Tues). Free
www.lyric.co.uk

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
11 June
l Pat Metheny,  
Eventim Apollo W6
Grammy award-winning, 
world-renowned guitarist/
composer Pat Metheny 
returns to London with  
his Unity Group. 6.30pm. 
From £11.50
www.eventimapollo.com

14 June
l Bushstock,  
various venues W12
The annual festival sees 
bands rock four venues in 
Shepherds Bush – including 
Bush Hall, St Stephen’s 
Church and The Defector’s 
Weld (see left). £24.50
www.communionmusic.co.uk

15 June
l Twice as Nice Comedy 
Club, The Grove bar & 
restaurant W6 
Comedians Lucy Porter and 
Patrick Monahan will try and 
tickle your funnybones. £5 
advance/£7 on the door
http://twiceasnicecomedy.com/

16 June
l Wovenhand,  
Bush Hall W12
Wovenhand is a band led  
by dedicated life-musician 
and lyricist David Eugene 
Edwards, crafting an organic 
blend of neo-folk, post-rock, 
punk, alt-country and 
alternative sounds with a 
vengeance. 7.30pm. £16
www.bushhallmusic.co.uk

>> Hooray! Our Patch magazine has one pair of tickets to 
give away to see funnymen magicians Penn & Teller at 
Hammersmith’s Eventim Apollo. For nearly 40 years, 
Penn & Teller have defied labels – and at times physics  
and good taste – by redefining the genre of magic and 
inventing their own very distinct niche in comedy.  
With sold-out runs on Broadway, world tours, Emmy-
winning TV specials and hundreds of outrageous 
appearances on everything from Letterman to Leno, 
Friends to The Simpsons, Chelsea Lately to Top Chef, 
comedy’s dream team show no signs of slowing down.

HOW TO WIN:
>> To be in with a shout for the pair of free tickets, just 
answer this question: Where are Penn & Teller appearing  
in June? Send your answer, full name and address and a 
daytime contact number to: office@hortonandgarton.
co.uk. Usual rules apply. Closes June 13. Good luck!

Penn & Teller
 have amazed and 

entertained crowds
 for nearly 40 years

Horton and Garton supporting Arts Fest

6 
12 

sales@hortonandgarton.co.uk 

020 8819 0510

lettings@hortonandgarton.co.uk 

020 8819 0511

176 King Street, Hammersmith, London W6 0RA

 @hortonandgarton    

  www.facebook.com/hortonandgarton     

 www.hortonandgarton.co.uk

Winner of the  

Hammersmith & Fulham  

Brilliant Business Award  

for Best Customer Service 2013

Inaugural cultural festival 
takes place June 8-15 
Full programme of events 
included with Our Patch

HF ARTSFEST

Visit: www.hf-artsfest.com

WIN FREE TICKETS! 
PENN & TELLER @ THE APOLLO
Wednesday, June 18-Sunday, June 22
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Public transport played
a major part in the 
development of Askew Road
from the late 19th century  

LOOKING 
BACK
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The whole area 
around Askew Road
remained rural

A
skew Road lay within 
the northern part of the 
old manor of Fulham, 
and was originally a 
lane linking the two 
main thoroughfares 

in the area, now Uxbridge Road and 
Goldhawk Road. The name probably 

derives from the Askew family, 
who were from Ashchurch in 
Gloucestershire and lived in 

the Hammersmith area in 
the 18th century. 

The place names 

‘Storke Tenement’ and ‘Storke Grene’ 
are found in documents from the late 
14th century onwards, and were later 
corrupted to Starch Green. 

The earliest map showing Askew 
Road is John Rocque’s (1745), on which 
it is named Gaggle Goose Green, and 
lies in the middle of countryside; the 
northern part of the road corresponds 
to present-day Becklow Road. 

The whole area around Askew Road 
remained rural until the mid 19th 
century, with fields interspersed among 
brickfields and market gardens. 

The development of Askew Road  
can be traced through maps. 

A map of 1830 describes the road 
as Starch Green, and a few cottages 
are marked along its length. Some 
large ponds are shown in the area, 
which would have been the former 
excavations dug out for brickfields and 
subsequently filled with water. 

Improvements to public transport 
played a major part in the development 
of the Askew Road area from the late 
19th century onwards. 

New train and tram routes made 
Shepherds Bush attractive to clerks and 
other workers who needed to get to the 
City every day, and led to a demand for 
affordable housing. 

By the turn of the 20th century a  
water trough and a drinking fountain  
had been installed by the Starch Green 
pond, which was covered over in 1926. 

The local MP Sir William Bull 
remembered Starch Green in the late 
1870s, writing: “Starch Green Pond  
was unenclosed and often in hot 
weather the drivers of heavy wagons 
would direct their horses through the 
pond for a drink… Percy Road, Westville 
Road, Davisville Road and Station 

ASKEW ROAD
S H E P H E R D S  B U S H

Road had just been laid out on an old 
orchard…Askew (then Starch Green) 
Road was a pretty lane with few houses 
and to the west was all fields.” 

According to Bull, in 1884 the great 
vice in the Starch Green slum in those 
days was ‘hard drinking’. 

The neighbourhood was a depressing 
one, the majority of the inhabitants 
seemed to be chronically out of work 
– the chief industries seemed to be the 
brick fields of Acton and the laundries 
of Starch Green. 

Interesting buildings in Askew Road 
include Kings Parade, which is late 
Victorian, and Nos 95 – 115 and 205 
– 211, which date from the mid 19th 
century. The Eagle pub, formerly known 
as The Lady of the Lake, dates from  
the 1860s, and the small cottage to  
the left which is now part of the pub  
is even older. 

The Askew Road area suffered badly 
in the Second World War. On 25 
September 1940, the Sun public house 
at 120 Askew Road was destroyed and 
21 people were killed. 

The direct hit just before closing time 
killed all the customers except for one 
elderly lady working behind the bar, 
who fell flat on the floor as the bomb 
exploded and was saved by the counter. 

Undaunted, she was at Hammersmith 
Town Hall within a week to collect her 
jewellery which had been found in the 
debris. The Sun was rebuilt in 1960. 
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MAKING
GOOD

Unbelievably, some agents
actually seem to think that
pictures like this are a good
representation of the property

Listings with professional photos generate
an average of 139% more clicks when
compared to similar listings without
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Professional property photographer  
Scott Clark has seen the good, the bad and  
the ugly when it comes to people’s homes

PICTURE

T
hey say a picture is worth a 
thousand words. And that 
phrase could never be more 
true than when it comes to 
looking for a home to buy 
or rent. As most people’s 

first introduction to a property is now 
online through websites such as Zoopla 
or Rightmove, first impressions are 
based solely on the photographs listed. 

Which means that if you are selling 
or letting a property, it is now vitally 
important to call in the professionals. 

You can see some genuine examples 
from amateurs and agents (pictured far 
left). Unbelievably, some agents actually 
seem to think that pictures like this are 
a good representation of the property.

“A professional has had years of 
training and experience,” says Scott. 

“It is second nature to know the best 
light, angles and height to photograph 
a certain room. Some agents opt to 
photograph a property on a standard 
compact camera or iPhone – but couple  
this with inexperience and it makes for 
a far weaker image.”

The difference is plain to see, with 
one recent study finding that listings 
with professional photos generate an 
average of 139% more clicks when 
compared to similar listings without. 

But what about those unmodernised 
properties which are in a poor state  
of repair? How best to show those 
properties which are currently a bit of 
an eyesore? Many agents opt to take 
their own photos of unmodernised or 
dilapidated properties, but in fact these 

are often the ones which most need the 
professional treatment.

“Properties in a bad state of disrepair 
can be tricky but there are a few things 
that can really help,” explains Scott. 

“Firstly, you really want to see the 
full size of each room, as with 
unmodernised properties it is really the 
space you are most interested in.” 

“Secondly, remove any unwanted 
items to make the room look 
presentable. This will give a much 
cleaner image and stop the viewer’s eye 
from being drawn to clutter.” 

“And lastly, lighting is the key. The 
word photography in Latin means 
‘drawing with light’ and so if you can 
light the room perfectly it will look 
much more inviting, even in an 
unmodernised state.”

When a property has some obvious 
flaws it can also often be far better to 
show these fully instead of trying to 
cover them up with camera trickery. 
Many prospective developer buyers will 
want to see all of the gruesome details 
as the worse the condition, the more 
potential there is to renovate.

Scott’s photos of a property Horton 
and Garton sold in Redmore Road were 
a great example of how best to show an 
unmodernised property. While still 
showing the true state of the property 
they also allowed the viewer to see its 
potential. And with this particular 
property there was plenty of potential 
(see results pictured left and page 20). 

Be amazed at the full transformation 
in the next edition of Our Patch. 

PERFECT
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sales@hortonandgarton.co.uk 
020 8819 0510

lettings@hortonandgarton.co.uk 
020 8819 0511

Carthew Road, W6

A wonderful extended family home and a great 
example of a sympathetically modernised Brackenbury 
Village period house. The property has been extended 
and now offers four bedrooms, two bathrooms 
and family friendly living space within a double 
reception room and large kitchen diner. There is a 
pretty courtyard garden and the property is offered 
unfurnished. Carthew Road is located in the heart of 
the Brackenbury Village neighbourhood, being within 
close proximity to local shops, Ravenscourt Park and 
very well regarded local schools.

Contact Horton and Garton for more information on 020 8819 0511

• Four bedrooms • Two bathrooms 
• Extended kitchen diner • Double reception room  
• EPC rating = D • Brackenbury Village location 

£785 per week 



176 King Street 
Hammersmith W6 0RA
www.hortonandgarton.co.uk

Carthew Road, W6  £1,375,000 
 Freehold

Bassein Park Road, W12 Guide price £1,750,000 
 Freehold

St Peters Road, W6 Guide price £1,100,000 
Freehold

Aldensley Road, W6 £1,400,000  
Freehold

• Victorian terraced house • 1,356 Sq’ - 126 SqM 
• Three bedrooms • Double reception 
• EPC rating = D • Brackenbury Village

• Victorian family house • 1,862 Sq’ - 173 SqM 
• 74’ south facing garden • Four double bedrooms 
• EPC rating = E • Wendell Park

• Semi-detached house • Two bedrooms 
• Private walled garden • Double reception room 
• EPC rating = D • St Peter’s Conservation Area

• Victorian family house • 1,480 Sq’ - 137.5 SqM 
• Four bedrooms - Two bathrooms • South facing garden 
• EPC Rating = D • Brackenbury Village

Redmore Road, W6  Guide price £1,200,000 Freehold
Two bedroom Victorian cottage | Styled bathroom with underfloor heating | Bespoke fittings throughout 
French Oak chevron flooring | EPC rating = C | Brackenbury Village



o

sales@hortonandgarton.co.uk 
020 8819 0510

lettings@hortonandgarton.co.uk 
020 8819 0511

Banim Street, W6 £495 per week

Ravenscourt Place, W6 £675 per week

Ashlar Court, W6 £330 per week

Atwood Road, W6 £515 per week

• Two double bedrooms  • Study or guest bedroom 
• Courtyard garden • Double reception room 
• EPC rating = F • Brackenbury Village

• Four bedrooms • Gated development 
• Two bathrooms • Off street parking 
• EPC rating = C • Close to Ravenscourt Park

• Newly refurbished • One bedroom 
• Modern bathroom and kitchen • Available now 
• EPC rating = C • Ravenscourt Park location

• Two double bedrooms • Additional study  
• Recently redecorated • Patio garden  
• EPC rating = E • Brackenbury Village



o

BUY NOW
Martin Clements

LET NOW
Ashley Clements

In the nine years I’ve worked in Hammersmith 
the market is now the strongest that I have ever 

known, both in terms of price and demand. 
The profile of the local buyer is now very different. 

We’ve often found prospective buyers to already live 
or work in the area. But these local buyers are now 

competing with hopefuls pushed out of Zone 1.

Now is very much a good time to sell. The spring 
market has always been the strongest time of year 

for selling a home. When the clocks go forward  
we always find that there is more activity leading  

up to the summer months when things tend to 
slow, before a resurgence in September. 

The question remains whether we’re 
nearing the peak of the market. 

With mortgage finance fluid  
and interest rates low, many  

who have been planning a  
move see this as the ideal 

opportunity to take advantage. 

However, I would strongly advise 
against selling and moving in to 

rented accommodation for fear of 
being priced out of the market were 

it to continue to improve. In terms of 
letting your property, the yields in many cases are as 
low as they’ve ever been so we’re finding buy-to-let 

investors buying for capital appreciation rather than 
for the level of rent which they are going to achieve.

The highest pound-per-square-foot values are being 
achieved in Brackenbury Village and Brook Green. 

The lettings market is currently performing well 
in terms of the rental values we are currently 
achieving on our clients’ properties. 
We’ve had an excellent first quarter, with a  
record-breaking March. It’s a good time to let  
your property. Hammersmith and Shepherds  
Bush are only continuing to grow in popularity  
as central London grows westward and the many 
new local developments and improvements are 
putting W6 and W12 firmly on the map. 

We have seen a trend this year of many tenants 
wishing to secure long-term tenancies, which  
is of course a great benefit to many 
of our landlord clients. As we have seen 
considerable growth in sales values 
recently, many of our new landlord 
clients are choosing to let their 
current property as a long-
term investment, while taking 
advantage of mortgage products 
to allow them to still buy their 
next home elsewhere. Unless  
selling a property to release 
funds, many would question 
selling a property today that could 
potentially be worth more tomorrow.
 
One of the nicest parts of working in this area is 
that all of the neighbourhoods are popular and have 
their own special appeals. The close proximity to 
large companies, being a short commute into the 
centre of town and the excellent reputation of local 
schools are just a few reasons why there is always a 
strong demand for all varieties of local homes to let.

THE BIG DEBATE
TIME TO SELL? OR TO LET?

Sales manager Martin 
Clements and lettings 

manager Ashley Clements 
offer their expert opinions

Ready to buy, sell or let? Visit Horton and Garton at 176 King Street, Hammersmith W6 0RA today!

@hortonandgarton    www.facebook.com/hortonandgarton   www.hortonandgarton.co.uk

“We have seen 
 a trend this  
year of many 

tenants wishing 
to secure  
long-term  
tenancies”

“The spring 
market  

has always  
been the 

strongest time 
of year for 

selling a home”



Horton and Garton supporting HF ArtsFest
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sales@hortonandgarton.co.uk 
020 8819 0510

lettings@hortonandgarton.co.uk 
020 8819 0511

176 King Street, Hammersmith, London W6 0RA

 @hortonandgarton    

  www.facebook.com/hortonandgarton     
 www.hortonandgarton.co.uk

Winner of the  
Hammersmith & Fulham  
Brilliant Business Award  

for Best Customer Service 2013


